Peer Review
Drafts are reviewed by all members of the GAG staff and its Director. Drafts are also usually sent for review on an ad hoc basis to knowledgeable persons outside the agency. However, this review process is not part of the public record, and criticism may be accepted or rejected at CAGfs discretion. The lack of adequate procedures to ensure that peer review comments are given proper consideration may lessen any benefits to be derived from peer review early in the process of developing a risk assessment. Draft risk assessments are usually reviewed by the Director of the Office of Health and Environmental Assessment, directors of other units in this office, and Office of Research and Development staff before being submitted to the requesting program office. GAG assessments are often submitted to committees of EPA's Science Advisory Board or to the Scientific Advisory Panel for peer review. Such reviews take place in public sessions, in accordance with the requirements of the Federal Advisory Committee Act. They provide an opportunity for interested members of the public to review GAG documents and to communicate criticisms to the reviewing committee and EPA. Reviews of GAG assessments by EPA panels have been mixed, with some panels, such as the Scientific Advisory Panel, often approving the assessments and others finding numerous shortcomings related to both substance and format (e.g., the Subcommittees on Arsenic as a Possible Hazardous Air Pollutant and on Airborne Carcinogens of the Agency's Science Advisory Board). This public review process usually leads to revisions.
NIQSH-OSHA
The Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 created two new organizations: OSHA and NIOSH. OSHA was a new component of the Department of Labor. NIOSH was placed in the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, now the Department of Health and Human Services. Since 1973, NIOSH has been a part of the Centers for Disease Control in the U.S. Public Health Service. The common mission set for both agencies was the protection of the health of American workers. NIOSH"s primary functions included the conduct of research and development of criteria for recommendations to OSHA for occupational health standards.  In addition, the Act authorized NIOSH to "develop and estab-